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circumstances of the entertainment, and his not per-
mitting me [to come home sooner]. She was well
acquainted with the manners of the world, and smiling
said, " What does it signify, if you had to remain to
oblige your friend ; I cheerfully pardon you, where is
the blame on your part; when a man goes on occasions
of this sort to any person's house, he returns when
the other pleases to let him. But you having eaten
and drunk at his entertainments for nothing, will you
remain silent, or give him a feast in return ? Now I
think it proper you should go to the young merchant,
and bring him with you, and feast him two-fold greater
than he did you. Give yourself no concern about the
materials [for such an entertainment]; by the favour
of God, all the requisites will soon be ready, and in
an excellent style, the hospitable party will obtain
splendour." According to her desire, I went to the
jeweller, and said to him, " I have complied with your
request most cheerfully, now do you also in the way
of friendship, grant my request." He said, " I will
obey you with heart and soul."

Then I said, " If you will honour your humble ser-
vant's house with a visit, it will be the essence of con-
descension. That young man made many excuses and
evasions, but I would not give up the point. When
[at length] he consented, I brought him with me to
my house; but on the way I could not avoid making
the reflection, that " if I had had the means, I could
receive my guest in a style which would be highly
gratifying to him. Now I am taking him with me,
let us see what will be the result." Absorbed in these
apprehensions, I drew near my house. Then how was